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People always ask me about a New Year’s
resolution; my resolution is, is that theyll
be safe and that we’ll come closer to our
objective, that well be able to help this
young democracy survive and thrive, and
therefore, we’ll be writing a chapter of
peace. I can’t thank our families enough
for supporting their loved one who wears
the uniform, and I can’t thank those who—

soldiers and sailors and airmen and Coast

Guard men and women, folks in the Air

Force—who represent the United States of

America. May God continue to bless them.
Thank you all very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. at
the Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred
to Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates.

Statement on the Death of Former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq

December 29, 2006

Today Saddam Hussein was executed
after receiving a fair trial, the kind of jus-
tice he denied the victims of his brutal
regime.

Fair trials were unimaginable under Sad-
dam Hussein’s tyrannical rule. It is a testa-
ment to the Iraqi people’s resolve to move
forward after decades of oppression that,
despite his terrible crimes against his own
people, Saddam Hussein received a fair
trial. This would not have been possible
without the Iraqi people’s determination to
create a society governed by the rule of
law.

Saddam Hussein’s execution comes at the
end of a difficult year for the Iraqgi people
and for our troops. Bringing Saddam Hus-

sein to justice will not end the violence
in Iraq, but it is an important milestone
on Iraq’s course to becoming a democracy
that can govern, sustain, and defend itself
and be an ally in the war on terror.

We are reminded today of how far the
Iraqi people have come since the end of
Saddam Hussein’s rule and that the
progress they have made would not have
been possible without the continued service
and sacrifice of our men and women in
uniform.

Many difficult choices and further sac-
rifices lie ahead. Yet the safety and security
of the American people require that we
not relent in ensuring that Iraq’s young de-
mocracy continues to progress.

Statement on Signing the Office of National Drug Control Policy

Reauthorization Act of 2006
December 29, 2006

Today I have signed into law H.R. 6344,
the “Office of National Drug Control Policy
Reauthorization Act of 2006~ (the “Act”).
The Act amends the Office of National
Drug Control Policy Reauthorization Act of
1998 (Title VII in Division C of Public
Law 105-277) (the “1998 Act”) and adjusts
the authorities and duties of the Director
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of the Office of National Drug Control Pol-
icy.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 704(f)(5) of the 1998 Act, as amended
by section 103(e) of the Act, which pro-
hibits taking certain action if it is contrary
to the expressed intent of the Congress,
as referring to action contrary to a law.
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